
                                      EASTFORD CLEAN ENERGY TASK FORCE 

                         Minutes of the Regular Meeting, December 12, 2018 

                                             Eastford Town Office Building 

Members present:  Tom Hughes, Paul Torcellini, Frank Castagna, Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

1. The meeting was called to order by Mary Ellen Ellsworth at 7:05 p.m. 
2. The motion to approve the minutes of September 19, 2018, with one correction, was made by   

Tom Hughes, seconded by Frank Castagna, and approved unanimously. 
3. Paul Torcellini provided the Municipal Report. 

A. Eastford Elementary School.  The solar panels are on the roof. They were inspected 
December 11, 2018, and are ready to be turned on. Paperwork will take about a month, so 
while the solar system is operational, it cannot yet be operated. The panels will provide 1/2 
to 3/4s of the EES’s electrical needs. The agreed-upon contract will provide electricity to EES 
at a set rate for the next 20 years. The current rate is 8 cents per kilowatt hour. 

A. Eastford Public Library.  All electrical lines have been relocated. Drainage has been directed 
to lower piping. The Town will call the Access Agency in regard to help with attic insulation. 

B. No updates on overall Municipal Energy Use.  
4. Tom Hughes gave an update on our proposal for an electric car charging station in Eastford. He 

has been quoted a price of $3,175 for a Level 1 charging station, at the school-side edge of the 
municipal parking lot, if the Town of Eastford does the excavating for the electrical lines and 
conduit. The plan is to prepare all lines for a level 2 installation, so that we will be ready for an 
upgrade when we have additional funds.  This plan would allow the Task Force about $1,000 to 
cover any additional electric service charges that might be incurred due to the use of the car 
charging station. Tom also shared recent information from the Sierra Club, which notes that 
there are 1 million electric cars, and that the percentage of electric cars is 157% higher than one 
year ago. It seems clear that buyers are incentivized by the availability of electric car charging 
stations. 

5. Mary Ellen Ellsworth reported that Woodstock Academy received 2 electric car charging 
stations. However, the Academy will not put the stations to use because the WA Administration 
is concerned about public use and campus safety, and because the cost of installing electric lines 
and conduits makes the project financially unfeasible at the present time. 

6. Frank Castagna is looking into funding opportunities. He will begin by contacting the Connecticut 
Green Bank. 

7. The Task Force is looking for new Energy Initiatives for Eastford businesses, residences. Frank 
Castagna discussed some problems with iron in wells, dry wells in parts of Eastford. 

8. Updated 2019 electric vehicle information is just becoming available. We hope to have an article 
for the Eastford Communicator on this information soon. 

9. No new projects, though the Task Force discussed “sustainable” goals, and its desire to “lead to 
the future.” 

10. Tom Hughes offered to serve as Chair of the Clean Energy Task Force. 



11.  The Task Force approved the proposed calendar for 2019, with the addition of its next meeting 
date on January 23, 2019. Other meeting dates are February 13, April 10, June 12, August 14, 
October 16, and December 11, 2019. 

12.  New Business 
A. The Task Force will develop its 2019-2020 budget proposal. 
B. Frank Castagna will check into Charge Point. 
C. Tom Hughes will update the numbers on all car charging station options. 

13.  The motion to adjourn was made by Paul Torcellini and seconded by Frank Castagna, at 8:15 
p.m. 
 
Mary Ellen Ellsworth, recorder 

“  


